
Stahlrosenhof Puppy Information:   Your Puppy

General Information

Your new puppy will have all kinds of things to get used to, so if it is possible to stick close to his 

current schedule for a few days while he adjusts this will help. He will quickly adjust to a new routine, 

but keeping to a set routine while he is fairly young will keep him less stressed, and will help with 

house breaking. For example, if you feed him at 7:30 in the morning, then always try to feed him at this

time. If you travel a lot or need to leave him with someone, this will give some stability to his routine 

regardless of where he is. He will soon learn that he depends on you to provide security and needs, not 

his environment or a familiar place. As he gets older, sticking to a routine will be less important.

Your puppy will get into everything he can reach and try to drag off anything that is not nailed down. 

Table cloths are a big no-no and a good invitation for puppy to pull on them. To him it looks like a toy 

waiting to be tugged on. Hanging kitchen towels are also certain to get carried off. He may bring with 

him some toys, but he will no doubt create his own. Let him play with as many different things as he is 

allowed to under supervision. He can have a couple safe toys in his crate, blankets are optional and may

cause more headache than it is worth. Some dogs will lay on them fine, others will shred them in 

minutes. If he starts to shred anything you put in there, then just let him be in the crate with a bone or 

two. He will be fine. You may not want to leave his soft toys in the crate with him, he may tear apart 

those too, which is fine, but you don't want him eating fluffy pieces of stuff. "Fluff" will typically come

out the other end fine, however strings and towel strips sometimes do not.

Your biggest immediate challenge will be house breaking. This is also where the importance of a set 

routine comes in early on.  If you can't watch him every second, put him in his crate. He will be fine 

and it will give you both a break. He may squeak a bit, but he will settle down. Being in his crate is 

better than having an accident on the floor when you aren't looking. Anytime he comes out of his crate, 



even if he has only been put up for a little bit, take him straight outside. If you can, before you put him 

in his crate, always take him outside first. He already understands that when he goes outside he goes 

potty, but he is still at the stage where, when he has to go, he goes. If at all possible, at least for the first 

few weeks try not to leave him in his crate for more than three or four hours at a time. (He should make

it through the night fine though) You don't want him piddling in his crate.

If you are consistent in what you ask of your puppy, and consistent in rewarding him, he will quickly 

respond in love and loyalty. They are very smart though, and will test their boundaries at every chance 

they get. If you don't want him to do something and tell him "No", the minute you turn your back he 

will be back at it again. Not really because he didn't understand the first "no", he's just seeing if you 

really meant it. 

You will learn the art of  'redirection' and if he is chewing on something he shouldn't, trade him with 

something he can. Keep toys handy and give him a toy or bone in exchange for whatever it is he isn't 

supposed to have. Always be honest with your puppy, if you ask him to do something, make sure you 

know it is something he is capable of doing and he is rewarded for his efforts. 

Do not force remove a toy from your puppy. If it is something of his, and for whatever reason you want

it, trade it for something else. 

Aggression in Malinois

Malinois are typically very dominant in character, very protective of their home and territory, and very 

protective of their owners and family. They range from the Mal who loves everyone who walks through

the door (this is considered a breed fault by the way - although due to today's society is being bred for 

more often) to the ones you can't touch with a 20' pole (nor would you want to) As a side note, you can 



read the "Malinois Top 20" This is extremely politically incorrect, but funny, especially if you have had

one like this. Remember though, the guy who originally posted this on one of the discussion boards 

was a police officer helping out new handlers, and the dogs they were getting in were young adult dogs,

from overseas and had already had some pretty hard core training. However, many of the comments do 

apply to most Mals.

The best way to keep your puppy stable with other people is to socialize, socialize, socialize. Expose 

him to as many different situations as possible. Let people give him treats if he is uncertain about 

someone. Now, that does not mean you have every stranger that walks by grab a hold of your puppy. 

Let your puppy explore people on her own, and come up to people as she wants to. Some puppies are 

more aloof than others, and this is fine. It does not mean your puppy will grow up not liking people. We

discuss this more at great length as you work with your puppy at home. Whatever you do, do not force 

socialize your puppy. “Socialize” in this case simply means getting your puppy out where different 

things and people are. It does not mean your puppy must engage with every person in the park.

The best way to control a problem is to catch it early and let him know what you will and will not 

tolerate. Barking at the door is good, attacking the neighbor as he is running by isn't. He will be, and 

look, intimidating enough. This will probably be your biggest problem because he will quickly pick up 

on people who hesitate or react fearfully. These dogs have very strong prey drives. That can be 

problematic for new owners, and we go into great detail on how to address this once you get your 

puppy home.

Tug of war games do not increase aggressive tendencies. It is fun, and it is a good way for you to 

remind him who is in control. As a puppy you should usually let him 'win' to build his confidence, but 

when the game is over, tell him "out" and take the toy if he is willing to release, or trade for something 

if he is less willing. This will remind him that although he can 'win', you are still in control and he has 

to listen to you. This pretty much applies to any game you play. If you are purchasing a puppy to work 



however, we do not suggest asking your puppy for an 'out'. We do not "out" our young pups. We do 

trade with them something they can have when the game is over to build their confidence. You as an 

owner need to decide what balance you want between confidence and early obedience. Just make sure 

whatever you ask is fair, and consistent.

Your puppy may at some point between 5 and 9 months attempt to climb the ranks in the

household. If or when he does, take him out and do some intensive obedience to remind him he has to 

listen. Hand feed him for a couple or several feedings. He will understand he depends on you, and you 

are 'top dog'. If you still have problems I will send you a copy of the "Malinois Top 20".

Training bitework does not make your puppy aggressive. It simply channels his natural tendency to 

want to bite and play. Teaching him what and when to bite is a good thing. However if you start 

training in any type of bitework, it is your responsibility to ensure that you finish to the point that your 

puppy is stable and controllable in that type of situation. A dog that is simply taught to bite without the 

control and discipline associated with it can be a very dangerous dog, and is the result of an 

irresponsible owner, not a bad dog.

General Care

Taking care of your new puppy is pretty basic. Food, water, shelter, play and lots of love. A brushing 

once a week or so, bath when needed and annual vet visits. He should act happy and not get too plump, 

especially as he is growing. You will need to keep an eye on him for heat stress. There have been cases 

of Mals heat stressing at temperatures as low as 75 degrees. That doesn't mean that they are heat 

intolerant, they adjust quite well to different situations. It's just that they go, go, go and don't know 

when to stop, especially a high energy puppy. We have safely worked our dogs in SAR in 95 degree 

heat through the rubble piles, and110 degrees while tracking. They were however soaked down and 

worked very short periods at a time. Signs of heat stress: bright red ears, loss of concentration, tacky 

gums and general distress. If he should get over heated, hose him down, under the belly first and over 



the head. Keep an eye on him, small amounts of water at a time. During really hot periods, just keep 

play times short. If you are hiking with him in the summer or something, you may want to put him on a

50% electrolyte solution for dogs. Please keep in mind that dogs do not “sweat” like people do, and 

thus do not lose salts through perspiration. Therefore any electrolyte formula should have a higher 

potassium content than sodium content.

As dogs go, Mals are typically pretty easy to care for and don't require extensive grooming. They are 

double coated though, and males get a lot more 'fluff' around the neck. You may want to consider 

stripping out the undercoat areas in the summer. They get baths when they stink too bad to bring in the 

house. Of course due to the nature of a puppy, this could be fairly often!

Mals, being as agile as they are, seem to always be getting cuts, scrapes, and general boo boos just 

because they will plow through anything without thinking. Peroxide, betadine solution, a good 

cleaning, hydrotherapy and maybe some triple antibiotic ointment will be about all you will need. If the

spot is somewhere he can reach, forget the ointment, he will just lick it off. Just keep it clean, it will 

heal fine.

Your Responsibilities

Your responsibilities include taking care of puppy, providing adequate training so he is fairly well 

mannered, contacting the breeder (me) if you have a problem, and notifying me of certifications and 

such (hips, etc.) Oh, and lots of love! That pretty much covers it.

Breeder Responsibilities

The contract is designed to protect you as a buyer as well as me as a breeder. I have the responsibility 

of making sure I send out into the world healthy, happy, stable puppies that are a credit to the breed. I 

can't do this however without your feedback and help. It not only helps me understand what breedings 

produced what kinds of puppies as far as temperaments, but also allows me to keep track of general 

health and genetic tendencies in the lines. I don't like being too strict on what I want owners to do and/ 

or not do with their puppies. First of all, it is usually unrealistic and hard to enforce, second of all, I 

don't think it is fair, because situations change and people's expectations change. I am however real 

intent on getting the hips certified, regardless if the dog is neutered at qualifying age or not, as I 

obviously cannot guarantee a puppy that has not been x-rayed in the appropriate time frame. This is 

because this is a working breed and if they are structurally unsound, they are useless as a working dog. 

Not to mention it is heartbreaking for owners. We are trying to improve and maintain the structural and 

working integrity of the breed, and we need your help to do that. I will keep you updated on any 

certifications and/ or problems in my dogs if they arise.


